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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: (1) 
"controllers" in line 4 should be - controller Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the main pile controller" in line 11. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-8 and 10-11, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,142,463 (Leichnitz et al.). In 
particular, Leichnitz meets all of the limitations set forth in claims 1-8 and 10-11. 
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Regarding independent claim 1 of the instant application, Leichnitz et al. 
discloses a method for synchronizing the motion sequences of at least one main pile (4) 
and at least one auxiliary pile (near 8) in a feeder or delivery device (2) of a printing 
material processing machine (1), the method comprising: 

moving the main pile (4) using a drive (7) and a main controller (12) associated 
with the drive (7); 

moving the auxiliary pile (near 8) using an additional drive (11) and an auxiliary 
pile controller (13) associated with the additional drive (11); and 

receiving a start signal at the auxiliary pile controller (13) to move the auxiliary 
piie (near 8), the start signal being received from the main pile controller or from a 
further, higher-level machine controller (14), the start signal simultaneously initiating 
a movement of the main pile (4). See claim 1 and column 5, lines 10-16 of Leichnitz 
et al. For example, column 5, at lines 10-16 states that, "an identical switch on time 
generated by control unit 14 and received by both drive control unit 12 of feeder 2 and 
drive unit 13 of the auxiliary pile-carrying assembly 3 causes auxiliary pile-carrying 
assembly 3 and main pile-carrying assembly 19 of the feeder 2 to move identically" 
(emphasis added). In other words, the signal from the higher-level machine controller 
(14) simultaneously initiates the movement the main pile (4) and the auxiliary pile (near 
8) by identically moving the auxiliary pile-carrying assembly and the main pile-carrying 
assembly. As such, Leichnitz et al. meets the limitations of claim 1 as now amended. 

Regarding the dependent claim 2, the moving of the main pile (4) and the moving 
of the auxiliary pile (8) include moving the main pile (4) and the auxiliary pile (near 8) a 
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same distance within a same time using the main pile controller (12) and the auxiliary 
pile controller (13). In particular, column 5, lines 10-16 disclose that the auxiliary pile- 
carrying assembly 3 and main pile-carrying assembly 19 move identically. As such, the 
main pile (4) and the auxiliary pile (near 8) move the same distance within the same 
time, as claimed. 

Regarding the dependent claim 3, Leichnitz et al. discloses storing at least one of 
a last-reached position of the auxiliary pile and a last reached position of the main pile 
(4) stored in at least one of the main pile controller, the auxiliary pile controller and the 
further, higher-level machine controller (14). In particular, it appears from Fig. 4 that at 
least the last-reached position of the main pile (4) can be stored in the higher-lever 
machine controller (14) when it is received as a signal from the pile height scanner (15). 

Regarding the dependent claim 4, column 2, lines 62-67 and column 5, lines 18- 
41 disclose moving at least one of the auxiliary (near 8) and main piles (4) as a function 
of the at least one of a last-reached position of the auxiliary pile (near 8) and a last- 
reached position of the main pile (4). 

Regarding the dependent claim 5, column 4, lines 52-61 and Fig. 4 disclose 
transmitting a travel path of the main pile (4) or a travel path of the auxiliary pile (near 8) 
as a setpoint value to the main pile controller (12) or the auxiliary pile controller (13), 
respectively. 

Regarding the dependent claim 6, Fig. 1 and column 5, lines 10-16 disclose 
transmitting the start signal via a communication device (14) between the auxiliary pile 
controller (13) and the main pile controller (12). The controller (14) is a communication 
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device interconnected between the auxiliary pile controller (13) and the main pile 
controller (12). As such, the controller (14) is a communication device between the 
auxiliary pile controller (13) and the main pile controller (12) as claimed. 

Regarding the dependent claim 7, column 5, lines 21-31 disclose compensating 
for delays occurring during signal transmission via the communication device (14). 

Regarding the dependent claim 8, column 2, lines 62-67 disclose measuring 
disturbances and taking into account the disturbances in the in the control of the drive 
(7) and additional drive (11). 

Regarding the dependent claim 10, the feeder or delivery device (including 1 , 2, 
7,11,12,13 and 14) is part of a printing press. See Abstract. 

Regarding independent claim 11, Fig. 1 shows a feeder (2) or delivery device of 
a printing material processing machine (1) having synchronized motion sequences of at 
least one main pile (4) and at least one auxiliary pile (8) comprising: 

a drive (7) for moving the main pile (4); 

a main pile controller (12) associated with the drive (7); 

an additional drive (1 1) for moving the auxiliary pile (near 8); and 

an auxiliary pile controller (13) associated with the additional drive (11), the 
auxiliary pile controller (13) receiving a start signal to move the auxiliary pile (near 8), 
the start signal being received from the main pile controller or from a further, higher- 
level machine controller (14). the start signal simultaneously initiating a movement of 
the main pile (4). As explained above with regard to the rejection of claim 1 , column 5, 
at lines 10-16 of Leichnitz et al. states that, "an identical switch on time generated by 
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control unit 14 and received by both drive control unit 12 of feeder 2 and drive unit 13 of 
the auxiliary pile-carrying assembly 3 causes auxiliary pile-carrying assembly Zand 
main pile-carrying assembly 1 9 of the feeder 2 to move identicaHy." (emphasis 
added). In other words, the signal from the higher-level machine controller (14) 
simultaneously initiates the movement the main pile (4) and the auxiliary pile (8) by 
identically moving the auxiliary pile-carrying assembly and the main pile-carrying 
assembly. As such, Leichnitz et al. meets the limitations of claim 1 1 . 

Response to Amendment 

4. Applicant's arguments filed January 18, 2005 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. Applicant basically argues that Leichnitz does not disclose 
a start signal simultaneously initiating a movement of the main pile and the auxiliary 
pile. In support of this argument, applicant argues about a control signal with a time lag 
in switching drive units 12 and 13. 

However, it is noted that column 5, lines 10-16 of Leichnitz et al. specifically state 
that, "According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, provision is made for 
parameters to be assigned to drive unit 13, such that an Identical switch on time 
generated by control unit 14 and received by both drive control unit 12 of feeder 2 and 
drive unit 13 of the auxiliary pile-carrying assembly 3 causes auxiliary pile-carrying 
assembly 3 and main pile-carrying assembly 1 9 of the feeder 2 to move identically." 
(emphasis added). The dictionary defines the word "identical" as "1. Being the same". 
See Webster's II New Riverside University Dictionary at page 607. Accordingly, the 
movement of the auxiliary pile-carrying assembly 3 (i.e., the movement of the auxiliary 
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pile near 8) and tlie movement of the main pile-carrying assembly 19 (i.e., the 
movement of the main pile 4) of Leichnitz et al. can be considered to be the same. In 
order to have identical (i.e., the same) movement, the signal of Leichnitz et al. 
simultaneously initiates the movement the main pile (4) and the auxiliary pile (near 8). 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221 . The examiner can nomrially be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Walsh can be reached on (571) 272-6944. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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